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1. INTRODUCTION 

One of the prerequisites for running a successful business is to be able to have access to reports 
which your IT system might not provide: it either may not have such reports in the format you are 
used to, or the software developers did not provide such reports. In today's world it is also important 
to be able to move a part of your business (or all of it) into the mobile world.  
freeXreport is the application intended for preparing precisely such reports. 

All the reports prepared using this application are available via web browser, including the browsers 
on mobile devices. 
freeXreport is an application which you can use to connect to any database, and the ability to create 

dynamic forms using parameters makes it a great time-saving tool, both for the programmers and 

the users and partners. 

The application provides the following functions, among others: 

 extensible report set, adjusted to your ERP/MRP database 

 search and purchase ready-made reports 

 independent tool for preparing reports from any database in the ERP/MRP system 

 report viewer which can be used in any web browser 

 flexible development 

 support for a wide variety of data sources, including relational, OLAP or XML data sources 

 choice of printouts in Adobe PDF, HTML, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Rich Text Format, 

or plain text format, 

 creation of data entry forms. 
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1.1. CONCEPT 

 

freeXreport designer offers a query designer with the ability to determine report parameters, a 

report designer offering the use of several different layouts depending on the platform which is used 

to access the report, and the administration of application users, administration of reports and 

recording of changes and user actions. 
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1.2. AREA OF APPLICATION 
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2. ABOUT THE APPLICATION 

2.1. freeXreport Application Versions 

FreeXreport comes in several different versions. These instructions refer to all versions, while the 

parts which are not available in certain versions will be designated as such in the text. 

A) freeXreport designer version – provides: 

i. graphical report development, 

ii. report distribution through the desktop environment, 

iii. administration of users, reports and rights. 

B) freeXreport deployment version – provides: 

i. development of data queries, 

ii. graphical report development, 

iii. report distribution through the desktop environment, 

iv. administration of users, reports and rights. 

C) freeXreport Viewer – provides: 

i. report distribution through the desktop environment, 

ii. administration of users, reports and rights. 

D) freeXreport developer component – provides: 

i. incorporation of freeXreport component in custom applications 

E) freeXreport developer deployment – provides: 

i. development of data queries – only in developer version of database, 

ii. graphical report development – only in developer version of database, 

iii. distribution of reports through the desktop environment – only in developer 

version of database, 

iv. administration of users, reports and rights – only in developer version of 

database. 

F) freeXreport web server version – provides: 

i. distribution of reports through web browsers and mobile devices. 

G) freeXreport viewers for iPhone, iPad, Android and Windows phone 
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3. INSTALLATION AND REGISTRATION 

3.1. INSTALLATION 

Steps: 

1. Start freeXreport_setup_x86x64.exe, 

and press Run: 

 

2. The installation will start unpacking 

the components in the temp folder. 

 

 

3. Click Yes in order to install the 

required component.  

Your system might skip this step if 

you already have the MS component 

installed. 
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4. Click Next in order to install the MS 

component. 

Your system might skip this step if 

you already have the MS component 

installed. 

 

 

5. Accept the license terms in order to 

continue installation by clicking on 

"I have read and accept the license 

terms." 

Click Next. 

 

 

6. The MS component installation is 

complete. Click Finish to continue 

installing freeXreport. 
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7. The installation is decompressing the 

packed files. 

 

 

8. Click Next. 

 

 

9. Accept the license terms by selecting 

the option "I accept the terms in the 

license agreement" and click Next to 

continue installing freeXreport. 
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10. Choose the path where the 

freeXreport will be installed by 

clicking Change and/or click to 

continue installation. 

 

 

11. Click Install in order to continue 

installation 

 

 

12. Click Finish 
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13. If you don't have the SQL server 

installed on your computer or 

network, download and install the 

SQL Server Express Edition from 

Microsoft Web site, or another SQL 

server version, if you have the 

appropriate license. 

 

 

14. When started for the first time, the 

freeXreport will ask you to activate 

your license – read more about it in 

the next section. 

 

 

15. In the "Server" field enter the name 

of the SQL server. In the "Database 

name" field enter the name of the 

existing freeXreport database or the 

name for the new database you want 

to create from scratch. 

 

16. If you already have an existing 

database, click on Test connection 

settings in order to check the validity 

of entered data or Create database in 

order to create a new database for 

freeXreport operation. 

 

http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=29062
http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=29062
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3.2. REGISTRATION 

Once you have entered the required data in the 

appropriate fields, enter the registration key and 

click Activate application. 

 

freeXreport, like all x-this applications, will then perform the online product registration, which 

requires the computer to have a working Internet connection. 

If your computer is not connected to Internet, the product activation cannot be done automatically, 

and you will need to register either by: 

A. E-mail 
1. Send the registration code and activation code to activation@x-this.com, 
2. In a short while, you will receive an e-mail reply with the code for activation 
confirmation to the e-mail address from which you sent the original message. 

B. By sending a text message (SMS) to the phone number +385 98 xxx xxx 

1. Send a text (SMS) message with the registration and activation codes to the above 
phone number, 
2. In a short while, you will receive a text (SMS) message with the code for activation 
confirmation to the phone number from which you sent the original message. 
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4. FIRST STEPS 

Each time you start the application, you need to enter your username and password. The initial 

administrator username is "admin", and the initial password is "12345". However, for security 

reasons x-this.com recommends that you change these default values into something else as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

After you have entered the required login credentials, the basic application window opens, with the 

startup menu and the list of available report categories, the view of all existing reports and the basic 

command buttons: 
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4.1. Basic Application Parts 

The application consists of 3 basic parts: 

1. Administration, 

2. Data Designer, and 

3. Report Layout Designer. 

 

In the text below we will explain in detail the application parts and all commands, using the demo 

data located in: 

 freeXreports.x-this.com, 

 freeXreport viewer for iPhone, 

 freeXreport viewer for iPad, 

 freeXreport viewer for Android, 

 freeXreport viewer for Windows phone. 

 

The sample data can be downloaded as files from our web shop webshop.x-this.com for free, and the 

downloaded data can then be imported into your freeXreport application installation. 

webshop.x-this.com
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4.2. THE ADMINISTRATOR INTERFACE 

 

 

A – creation and management of categories, 

B – creation and management of reports and report sets, 

C – administration. 
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4.3. CATEGORIES CREATION AND MANAGEMENT 

4.3.1. ADDING A NEW CATEGORY 

By clicking the Add new cat.  button, the following form opens: 

 

 

Parent: select an existing category in which you want to create a new sub-category or leave 
empty to create a top-level category, 

Name: enter the name for the new category, which will be visible on all views, 

Description: enter the category description – the description is not shown in views, and is only 
used as an auxiliary field to better describe a category, 

Sort: if you want to sort categories manually, enter a number higher than one. The 
categories with lower number value (1 or higher) will be shown first, 

Is active: if a category is active, it needs to be checked; inactive categories do not have a 
checkmark. Inactive categories, together with their subcategories and their reports, 
are not shown in any views. 

Add new writes the data in the database and creates the category with data as entered above. 

 

4.3.2. CHANGING CATEGORY INFO 

By pressing the Edit cat.  button, the same form used for entering new category will 

open. If you want to change the category parent, under Parent choose another category under which 

you want the current category to be listed as subcategory or choose "Select category..." if you want 

the current category to be set as top-level category. 
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4.3.3. CHANGING HIERARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF SUBCATEGORIES AND REPORT 

If you want to move hierarchically a category, subcategory or a report into another category, there 

are two ways it can be done: 

1. By changing data on the report/category, i.e. by choosing a different parent category, 

namely: 

a. For reports, by pressing the "Edit data" button: 

 

b. For categories, by pressing the "Edit Cat." button: 

 

2. By simply using mouse drag-and-drop method. 
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4.3.4. ADDING A NEW CATEGORY 

  

 

Parent: Choose one of the existing categories which you want as a parent 

category, 

Name: Enter the name of new category, 

Description: Enter the description of the category, describing the contents and the 

purpose of the category, 

Sort: Enter the sorting mark for the desired sorting, 

Report is active: Enter checkmark if you want the category to be active and visible on 

the menus, 



 

17 
 

 

4.4. CREATING AND MANAGING REPORTS AND REPORT SETS 

4.4.1. DEFINITIONS 

REPORT 

A report is the result of several custom parameters incorporated in several queries, as the basis for 

graphical representation of data. Such data can be viewed in an unlimited number of different 

graphical representations. 

A report is defined by: 

1. Query parameters, 

2. One or more queries, 

3. One or more graphical representations (views) of the results. 

REPORT SET 

A report set is a set of reports which are logically connected. Those reports can be connected by 

time, theme, or anything else. When opening a report set, freeXreport will present a cross section of 

parameters for all reports within the set, so the repeating parameters need to be entered only once. 

 

4.4.2. CREATING A REPORT 

Click the "Add new"  button to open the Report definition window: 
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Category: Choose one of the existing categories in which you want to create the 
report, or enter a new category under "Edit category..." 

Name: Enter the name of the report which will be shown in the menus, 

Description: Enter the description of the report, describing the contents and the 
purpose of the report, 

Report is active: Enter checkmark if you want the report to be active and visible on the 
menus, 

Connection: Choose one of the existing database connections or create a new one 
under "Edit connection..." 

 

CREATING A DATABASE CONNECTION 

 

 

Connection name: Enter a descriptive name for a new connection, 

SQL Server: Choose if you are connecting to MS SQL Server, 

Server: Enter the name of the server, 

Database name: Enter the name of the database located on the server, 

Trusted connection: Enter checkmark to determine whether you are connecting to server 
using the network authorisation or you are using username and 
password authentication. 

User Name: Enter your username, if required, 

Password: Enter your password, if required, 

System ODBC: Use this field if you are using one of the system ODBC drivers to 
connect to your data, 
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Test connection settings This is used to test the validity of entered data. 

  

 

4.4.2.1. CREATING QUERY PARAMETERS 

In order to create a query parameter, you need to click on  button within Report 

parameters section. 

 

 

 

Parameter caption: Enter a descriptive name of the new parameter which will be visible, 

Parameter name: Enter the name of parameter which will be used in queries 

Control for select/enter 
parameter: 

Choose the type of parameter from those available, 

Parameter field type: Choose the type of field in which the parameter value is entered, 

Parameter description  
(help): 

Enter the parameter description which will be shown when the user 
clicks the Help button for the parameter, 

Forward only date Only when the date field is selected: determines that the date value is 
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without time: to be sent without time (hours and minutes), 

Add 1 day to date: Only when the date field is selected: when selected, the system will 
add one day to the entered date, 

Parameter default value: Enter the default value for the parameter. This value can be text, 
number or date, provided that the date value can be preset (e.g. 'first 
day of current month' or 'first day of the previous month'), 

Select default value from 
DB: 

Instead of the above parameter, you can enter an SQL query which will 
return and set the initial parameter value, 

Test SQL: Test whether the SQL query returns a valid result, 

Value must be set: Check if the parameter cannot be empty, 

Parameter test value: Enter the parameter value which will be used for query testing. This 
value can be text, number or date. 

  

Edit parameter values ...   

 

 

Enables the freeXreport to show parameters, 

namely: 

1. Manually entered: 

you can enter values and description, 

2. Database values: 
freeXreport will generate parameters from 

SQL query. 
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4.4.2.2. CREATING A QUERY 

freeXreport supports having one or more tables as the results of the same number of queries. 

Initially, after creating a new report, one query tab is created, named Table1. 

We recommend that you provide your own names for query tabs according to your own naming 

scheme. 

 

 

Save SQL: Saves currently opened queries in the database, 

Rename current: Renames the currently selected tab with SQL query, 

Add new table: Adds a new query tab, 

Test SQL: Test whether the SQL query returns a valid result, 

 

DB Objects  

Shows the data structure of the currently connected database 

and enables you to use the drag-and-drop method in designing 

SQL query.   
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4.4.2.2.1. USER PARAMETERS IN A QUERY 

During creation of a freeXreport user you can add values to parameters for each user. Thus you can 

e.g. assign several user names to a freeXreport user, assign several user IDs, etc., and you can use 

such parameters in a query later. 

 

In order to use parameters in am SQL query: 

1. Right-click on the area for SQL query entry, 

2. Click on User params (fields), 

3. Choose the desired parameter. 

 

 

To define parameters: 

1. On the main window, click on Admin/User management, 

2. Choose the users and click Edit, 

3. Within User info, under Additional fields 

right-click to open the pop-up menu for 

adding, renaming or deleting additional 

parameters. 
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4.4.2.3. DESIGNING THE GRAPHICAL DATA VIEW 

Click on Design report button to start the graphical report designer. 

 

LAYOUTS 

freeXreport enables you to show each report in an unlimited number of ways, which comes handy 

for viewing on different platforms (e.g. the appearance of a report which is viewed in an ordinary 

web browser on a desktop computer is not the same as the report being shown on a mobile phone 

display). 

For that reason, freeXreport supports various layouts which you can set as default on the system 

level, and you can create appropriate layout for each report. 

 

 

 

Add new: Adds a new type of layout in the database, 

Change  current: Change the currently active layout, 

Delete current: Delete the currently active layout, 

Edit layouts: Editing of layouts. 
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DATA 

Upon starting the designer, freeXreport will offer you to use the 

data sources which were defined by previous SQL queries. 

That way you can easily, by dragging and dropping, add the 

desired data to your report. 

 

 

 

For more information about working in report designer, please 

download the instructions for Fastreport Designer from our 

Web site. 
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5. ADMINISTRATION 

File:  

New report .... – opens a window for creating a new report 

Design current – enables you to design the chosen existing 

report in the "Report Designer" 

Edit data – enables you to change the scope of the data for the 

report 

Copy report – enables you to create an identical copy of the 

report 

Delete report – deletion of the chosen report 

Print... – enables you to preview the finished report 

Database – provides information about freeXreport database which the application 

uses and the way the user logs in to the database 

Exit – closes the application 

 

Admin:  

User management – enables you to manage users, their 

access rights, basic information, passwords 

Roles – provides access to roles, special groups of 

authorisations, which can then be assigned to 

individual users 

Selected report users – for the chosen report, enables you 

to grant access rights to individual users 

Export report – enables you to export the report and save it locally, with several 

options available 

Import report – enables you to import previously saved report 

Help:  

Check for updates – enables you to check and download 

available application updates 

License – shows the information about the application 

licensee 

About – provides basic information about the application 

 


